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Bulls get bashed in season opener

Despite signing a new quarterback, hiring new coordinators and finally having a back-to-normal
training camp, USF fell 50-21 against BYU in the first game of the new season.
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Bull Bucks return to The Tavern and The Grind
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

A

fter over two years
of demand from
students, campus
favorites the Tavern and The
Campus Grind once again
accept payment in Bull Bucks.
The updated Bull Bucks
system allows students
to pay for their coffee or
snacks using funds uploaded
directly to their student ID,
eliminating the need to bring
cash or card.
According to Dennis
Bixler, co-owner of The
Tavern, the Bull Bucks system
went down toward the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic so
the university could upgrade
security measures.
Originally, the project was
expected to take significantly
less time, but several setbacks

delayed its completion.
“We ran into an issue
with having to purchase new
machines for both restaurants.
However, USF agreed to
absorb this cost,” Bixler said.
“Months later we were
told that in order to use the
new machines, we had to be
processing through USF’s
network. Previously, we could
process through our [Internet
service provider]. We were
told that we would need to
install fiber optic cables to
our building which would run
upwards of $10,000.”
After a year of obstacles,
Rudy Diaz, system
administrator for the campus,
offered an affordable option:
a satellite running from the
university to The Tavern.
“Once the plan was
approved, Rudy and John

Diaz, along with their team,
met with me over a few days
during spring break. We were
able to setup a new switch
and cables to the new card
terminals and other devices
needed for network access,”
Bixler said.
“We are currently set up
on USF’s network with Bulls
Bucks terminals and Wi-Fi
hot spots in both restaurants.”
According to Bixler, Bull
Bucks is a major source of
additional revenue for The
Tavern and The Grind –– the
re-addition of the student
payment option helps connect
the pair to the community.
“These restaurants are not
part of USF, but they have
been a staple for students
and faculty for many years,”
Bixler said.
Bixler said he’s spoken to

many students who had no
Lindsay and Emma, are very
idea what The Tavern and The grateful and proud to be part
Grind were when they first
of this place and look forward
got to campus, but once they
to meeting new students.”
visit, “they love the vibe and
the food.”
aubrey14@usf.edu
Sharing a building, The
Tavern offers an assortment
of local beers and classic
pub-style food and The Grind
provides a variety of coffee
and light cafe eats.
“There’s a long history
here, about 40 years as a
restaurant. Over the years,
The Tavern has befriended
many USF students and
faculty, along with employees
of [The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
COURTESY OF AUBREY CARR | THE
Commission], Coast Guard,
CROW’S NEST
Albert Whitted Airport, as
Students can reload their
well as locals.”
Bull Bucks on the MyUSF
“My wife Stephanie and
I, along with my daughters,
app or website.
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‘Forbes’ names USF as one of America’s
NEWS
Best Employers for Women

By Alisha Durosier
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he University of
South Florida was
classified as one of
the nation’s best employers
for women by Forbes
Magazine, ranking No. 22 on
the publication’s “America’s
Best Employers for Women”
list.
In collaboration with
Statista, a market research
company, Forbes compiled a
list of 400 companies among
a variety of industries to
conduct the research project.
The study surveyed 50,000
Americans, all of which
worked for companies with at
least 1,000 employees.
Participants were asked
to rate their workplaces’
working conditions, diversity,
parental leave, discrimination,
pay equity and how likely
they would recommend
their company to potential
employees. To identify
potential gender gaps, 20,000
of the participants were men.
USF, who’s workforce
is made up of 57% women,
found itself in the top 25 of
the list.
“The University of
South Florida is proud to

be recognized as one of the
nation’s top employers for
women and to support the
development and career
growth of our hard-working
employees,” USF President
Rhea Law said in a press
release.
USF’s initiative to improve
its work culture has made
way for the establishment
of new amenities for
employees, including flexible
work environments, sick
leave during COVID-19,
enhancement of employee
development procedures,
enriched recruitment and
training and pay equity
analysis.
“With women accounting
for more than half of all
employees at the university,
it’s crucial that our
employment practices are
equitable and supportive of
women in the workplace,”
Law said.
“This recognition is a
testament to the diverse and
inclusive community we are
committed to sustaining at
USF.”
alishadurosier@usf.edu

The study, which surveyed 50,000 Americans, found USF to
rank in the top 25.
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How to stay active at USFSP
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he University of
South Florida’s St.
Petersburg campus
offers a variety of ways for
students to stay physically
active. Whether it’s joining
an intramural team, exploring
on a kayak adventure,
stretching out at a yoga class
or swimming laps in the
pool, there’s something for
everyone.
But before exploring all
these different options, why is
it important to stay active?
Not only will physical
activity help students stay
in shape and decrease risks
of disease, but research
shows that daily exercise has
positive impacts on mental
health and can improve
feelings of depression,
anxiety and negativity. For a
college student, being healthy
physically and mentally can
help improve schoolwork,
social interactions and overall
quality of life.
And don’t worry if you’re
inexperienced, Campus
Recreation facilities are
judgement-free zones and
welcome all skill levels.
With that said, let’s take
a look at some of the many
ways to stay physically active
at USFSP.  
Fitness Center
Monday through Friday:
7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday through Sunday:
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(727) 873-4589
Located in the Student Life
Center, the Fitness Center
features cardio machines,
bench stations, squat racks,
free weight machines,
dumbbells, two multipurpose
studios and locker rooms with
showers. If you’re new to the
gym and don’t know where to
start, sign up for group fitness
classes — such as yoga,
circuit training, hula dancing
or mindful mediation — or
pay for one-on-one sessions
with a personal trainer.
The equipment is regularly
cleaned by the staff and there
are multiple sanitization
stations located throughout
the facility to ensure safety
procedures.
Recreation Field
Monday & Friday:
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
(727) 873-4589
Located behind Osprey
Hall, the recreation field
offers plenty of space for
students to kick around the
soccer ball, toss the football,
run sprints or play a game of
Spikeball. It’s also home to
intramural games, pick-up
games and a variety of other
events — most of which can
be found on BullsConnect. If

you’re lucky, you may even
catch the Tampa Bay Rowdies
practicing on the field in the
morning.
The Boathouse
Friday through Sunday:
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
*Rentals must be checked
out by 4 p.m. and returned by
4:30 p.m.*
(727) 873-4597
The Boathouse, which can
be found on the southeast
corner of campus near the
waterfront, is one of the many
things that makes the St.
Petersburg campus unique.
Students can check out single
kayaks, tandem kayaks and
paddleboards to explore
Bayboro Harbor and soak in
the sun — all free of charge.
Students can also sign up for
outdoor adventure trips, such
as hiking and snorkeling,
or take a sailing or power
boating class.
Basketball & Sand
Volleyball Courts
Tuesday through Thursday:
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
(727) 873-4589
Located behind the
University Student Center,
students can find two full-size
sand volleyball courts and two
full-size outdoor basketball
courts. If intramural games
aren’t being played on
them, you’ll likely find
casual pick-up games to hop
into. Students can rent out
volleyballs and basketballs
through Campus Recreation.
The Edge
Monday through Friday:
11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday:
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
(727) 873-4108
Featuring table games such
as ping pong, pool, foosball,
shuffleboard and darts, The
Edge offers an escape place
for students to have fun and
bond with friends. Located
next to The Boathouse,
this modern-style facility
also includes unique indoor
lounge areas, a handful of
flatscreen TVs, an outdoor
patio with rocking chairs and
a conference room.
Swimming Pool
Monday through Friday:
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
& 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday:
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
(727) 873-4108
After hanging out at The
Edge, step out back to find
USFSP’s 30-meter, five-lane
swimming pool lined with
dozens of beach chairs for
tanning. Students can use

the pool for swimming laps,
playing water basketball and
other recreational purposes,
including pool parties hosted
by campus organizations. The
facility features locker rooms,
showers, towel service and is
entirely wheelchair accessible.  
Intramurals / Sports Clubs
Looking to join a sports
team? Students can sign
up on IMLeagues.com to
play in one of the many
intramural seasons occurring
this semester, including
sand volleyball, basketball,
cornhole and Spikeball. If
you don’t have enough people
to form a whole team, sign
up as a free agent and you’ll
be placed on a squad. If you
want to join one of USFSP’s
sports clubs — including
soccer, beach volleyball, rock
climbing and sailing — visit
BullsConnect to join a club
and reach out to an officer for
the tryout process.
Walking
With so much to see in
downtown St. Petersburg,
walking is a great way to
exercise and explore the city.
Make walking fun by strolling
down the new St. Pete Pier,
checking out the waterfront
views at North Shore Park or
visiting the shops on Central
Avenue.
All photos courtesy of USF
mksteele1@usf.edu
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THE
CROW’S NEST
Mission Statement
The Crow’s Nest is committed to
providing its readers with news
relevant to the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg campus and its
surrounding community. The Crow’s
Nest abides by the highest ethical
standards and focuses on stories that
help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards
of reporting as defined by the Society
of Professional Journalists. Opinions
in this newspaper do not necessarily
represent those of the administration,
faculty or student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Peter Rudy Wallace
Center
Office 110
261 Sixth Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

St. Petersburg experiences a renaissance of
Surrealist
art
across occupied France in
his contributions to the Allies

Story and Photos
By Lily Cannon
Crow’s Nest Staff

B

etween the beaches
and dog parks, local
artists have made
their home through murals,
bringing dreamlike imagery to
small businesses.
On Central Avenue, local
creators huddle regularly
at Black Crow Coffee Co.
to share poetry or perform
improv.
Further downtown, the
Dalí Museum urges us to
remember a pioneer of the
original Surrealist movement,
Salvador Dalí.
Last Saturday, the museum
opened a new exhibit
dedicated to the artist’s close
friend and celebrated poet,
Paul Éluard. Witness to both
world wars, Éluard’s poem,
“Liberty,” was dispersed

World War II as an act of
defiance, cementing his
legacy as a political rebel and
poet.
Éluard corresponded
with other Surrealist greats
as well, including Picasso,
André Breton and of course,
Dalí, who later captured his
likeness in 1925.
The friendship between
the painter and the poet is
evident in the museum’s
display of photographs, many
of which are accompanied
by depictions of their shared
muse, Gala Dalí, who was
Éluard’s wife before she met
Salvador Dalí.
Exhibit curators
took advantage of the
dimensions of the Raymond
James community room
to depict Éluard’s life
chronologically, from his
diagnosis of tuberculosis to
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in World War II. From the
very entrance, visitors are
transported through some of
his greatest poems, lines of
which are painted across the
walls.
On the same day as the
opening of the exhibition,
a local bar in downtown St.
Petersburg was covered in
psychedelic paintings and
comic book murals for a
“Pop Surrealism Art Show.”
Regular customers mingled
with the artists, as the rest
of the city’s nightlife buzzed
outside.
The coinciding dates of the
Dalí Museum and the show
should remind residents of St.
Petersburg that a new form of
Surrealism is alive and well.
Éluard described
Surrealism as a “state of mind
that strives to reduce the
differences between people.”
As the city is still in
recovery from the global
pandemic, it might be time
for everyday people to join
this community as a source of
creative healing.
There are many ways for
students to get involved.
University of South Florida
students can currently visit the
Éluard Exhibition for free, as
a part of the museum’s joint
program with the university.
Every Sunday, Black
Crow Coffee Co. hosts an
afternoon of poetry open-mic
and meditation, hosted by the

creator of Neptune Poetry
Magazine.
Additionally, the Morean
Art Center and The Factory
regularly show the portfolios
of their local artists, with
the opportunity for local
involvement in their weekly
workshops.
There’s an art movement
brewing in this city, dedicated
in equal parts to remembering
the original Surrealists, while
fostering a new generation
of artists and writers. All of
it, however, is distinctly St.
Petersburg.
lcannon1@usf.edu

Fall into The Blend’s seasonal-flavored
coffee flights
By Ana Dominguez
Contributor

F

lorida may not have
ideal fall weather, but
The Blend Coffee &
Cocktails is here to satisfy its
customers with new treats for
the upcoming season.
The Blend, a coffee
shop franchise with four St.
Petersburg locations, is now
serving espresso fall flights
consisting of four different
flavors, including cold brews
with pumpkin cold foam,
pumpkin, peach cobbler and
caramel pecan — all for $14.
Like many other locals,
Katie Swann is a regular at
The Blend and begins every
day with a cup of coffee
before work.
“Being from Indiana, I’m
always trying to find little
ways to make the season feel
like home,” Swann said.
While coffee tasting,
Swann said that she typically
drinks her coffee black and
doesn’t like peaches at all,
so when she saw the peach
cobbler flavor, she thought
she wasn’t going to like it.
But oddly enough, it was her
favorite, a testament to The
Blend’s recipes.

Although this was Swann’s
first time trying The Blend’s
fall-flavored flights, she
already expressed interest
in coming back during the
upcoming holiday season to
try out The Blend’s Christmas
coffee flight, including cold

brew peppermint, snowball,
peppermint bark and
gingerbread.
So before the season
is over, make sure you go
and try one of The Blend’s
fall flavors at one of its St.
Petersburg locations, all

The Blend now serves fall-flavored coffee flights in
all four St. Petersburg locations.

of which are within close
proximity to campus.
Ana Dominguez is a senior
digital communications and
multimedia journalism major
at the St. Petersburg campus

COURTESY OF ANA DOMINGUEZ | THE
CROW’S NEST

September 4, 2022

Fall 2022 Week of WElcome
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

o ring in the new
school year, the
University of
South Florida St. Petersburg
campus had another
successful Week of Welcome
–– a week filled with events
and activities for new and
returning students.
With nearly 20 events
ranging from a peer coach
reveal and paddle board yoga
to the pictured Get on Board
Day and a pool party Luau,
students and faculty came
together to celebrate the fall
semester with the annual
festivities.
aubrey14@usf.edu

All photos courtesy of
Aubrey Carr and Sofía
García Vargas
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What to do this week
By Lily Cannon
Crow’s Nest Staff
Monday, Sept. 5
Take your mind off classes
and get into an evening
workout session with
Women on Weights, hosted
at the Fitness Center at 7:45
p.m. This intensive course
will guide you around the
weight room as you gain
rewarding experience with
barbells and powerlifting.
Registration is limited to ten
participants, so be sure to
sign up on BullsConnect.

Tuesday, Sept. 6
Brush up on your drawing
skills at the James Museum’s

Sketching in The Galleries
located at 150 Central Ave.
Starting at 5:30 p.m., you’ll
get to tour the naturalist
paintings and intricate
beadwork alongside a group
of St. Petersburg artists.
Admission is $10 at the
front desk and it includes
materials, so all you need to
bring is your creative eye.

Wednesday, Sept. 7
Get your chips out for
Student Government’s Bingo
Night. Test your luck as
you go neck to neck with
your peers at the University
Student Center from 5 to 6
p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 8
Tune into The Dalí Museum’s
live stream on their official
website at 6 p.m. for a
unique performance of
poetry. Poetry at the Dalí will
be hosted by St. Petersburg
Poet Laureate Helen Pruitt
Wallace and joined by
celebrated authors Natasha
Rao and Becka Mara McKay.
After the performances,
you’ll be able to join an open
Q&A.

Friday, Sept. 9
Enjoy a unique experience on
campus with an atmospheric

hour of waterfront sunset
yoga from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Clear your mind off your
course load and head over to
the west deck by The Edge,
where mats will be provided.
All you need to provide is
your USF ID.

Saturday, Sept. 10
See the newest creations of
local St. Petersburg artists
during the Second Saturday
Artwalk, hosted at The
Factory located at 2622
Fairfield Ave. S. You’ll
be able to walk along The
Warehouse District and get
access to Fairgrounds St.
Pete and POPup Fashion
Experience. Be sure to

bring your walking shoes to
explore these visual treats.
No registration is required.

Sunday, Sept. 11
The St. Petersburg Museum
of History located at 335 2nd
Ave. NE. is now offering $6
admission tickets on Sundays
from noon to 5 p.m. Not
only will you get to see the
roots of the city up close and
personal, but the museum sits
on the St. Pete Pier, next to
restaurants and beaches for
relaxation.

What to do Next week
Monday, Sept. 12
The Bull Market features
tents from all USFSP’s oncampus organizations. In
between classes, stop by
any of the tents from 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. to get
connected with your peers.

You’ll be able to get insight
into their writing process
and inspiration, as well
as access to signed copies
of their works. Sign up
on Eventbrite for free to
get access to this event.

Wednesday, Sept. 14
Tuesday, Sept. 13
Tombolo Books located
at 2153 1st Ave. S. will
host a panel of published
LGBTQ+ writers, including
Sheree L. Greer, Tenea
D. Johnson and Maria
Ingrande Mora at 7 p.m.

Attend open-mic and
workshop night at
Studio@620 located at
620 1st Ave. S. to get front
row seats to some of St.
Petersburg’s best artists and
performers. The event starts
at 7 p.m. with a showcase of
local improvisers, followed
by a free-style jam for guests.

Admission is $10 on their
official website.

Thursday, Sept. 15
Wordier Than Thou will host
a celebration of banned books
at 8 p.m. in Studio@620
with an evening Burlesque
and Drag Show, along with
trivia and bingo games for
audience members. Tickets
start at $20 on Wordier Than
Thou’s website.

Friday, Sept. 16
Want to stretch your musical
muscles? The Factory will
provide an open space for
creative songwriters and
musicians to collaborate.
Bring your guitar and
participate, or just watch the
magic happen from 7:30 to
10:00 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 17
Annual Museum Day grants
every art lover free admission
to any St. Petersburg
museum, including The Dalí
and The Chihuly. This event
lasts all day, so be sure to

bring a camera and a friend
to catalog every artifact
around town.

Sunday, Sept. 18
Get a workout at The Dalí
Museum located at 1 Dalí
Blvd. with a Lucky Cat
Yoga session at 9 a.m. This
activity will focus on your
breathing, posture, and
relaxation. Admission is $15
on the official website. All
levels are welcome but be
sure to come prepared with a
yoga mat or towel.
lcannon1@usf.edu
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Barks and Brews: Two
Shepherds Taproom

Story and Photos
By Valentina Cardona
Contributor

A

s a busy twentysomething-yearold, I barely have
time for friends. With the
hustle and bustle of life, it is
almost impossible to find time
to do just about anything.
There is, however, one
friend that I always have time
for.

He is 75 pounds of muscle
and hair, and most certainly
the best boy around. Arrow,
my two-year-old Collie and
Labrador mixed sidekick,
burst into my life and
instantly became inseparable.
We spend all our free time
together and always look for
exciting ways to bond with
one another.
While working at an
event in downtown Tampa,
I was fortunate enough to
stumble upon Two Shepherds
Tap Room. Conveniently
located four minutes from
Raymond James Stadium,
Two Shepherds prides itself
on being the first indoor and
outdoor dog park and bar in
Tampa.
It is important to be clear
that this is not a dog bar. I
had initial expectations of this
business model being focused
on “the dog,” including

serving dog-friendly beer or
unique dishes for canines.
However, this tap room is
quite literally “the perfect
balance between a dog park
and a chill, lowkey bar,” firsttime visitor Jacob Woods said.
Two Shepherds features
a quaint and cozy indoor bar
beside a shockingly clean
seated area, separated by
a latch gate leading to the
indoor dog park. The space
is decorated with magnificent
paintings and murals of
canines by Veronica Steiner
and Travis Knight.
Two Shepherds also hosts
weekly events, including
trivia and bingo nights and
special events including
Barktoberfest, for anyone
over 21 years old to enjoy —
dog parent or not.
The selection of craft beers
at Two Shepherds is vast,
however, don’t expect to find

an equally large variety for
wine or seltzers.
My bartender
recommended the 3
Daughters Brewing Raspberry
Lemonade Cider, considering
my request for something
“not too sweet, just a little
refreshing.”
This cider was the perfect
balance between fruity and
soothing with a little kick
at the end. As I sipped on
this drink, I realized that I
was completely surrounded
by happy dogs playing
everywhere.
It was heaven.
The outdoor area features
a large lawn, small tin pools
and a large splash pad for all
four-legged friends to enjoy.
Parents were able to enjoy
picnic tables, comfortable
seating and umbrellas while
keeping an eye out on their
pets. Socialization among
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both humans and canines was
at an all-time high and all play
was pleasantly under control.
After spending some time
at Two Shepherds, I came
to the realization that this
place deserves all the hype.
Two Shepherds balances the
atmosphere of a craft beer
bar and a dog park perfectly,
where guests can relax and
enjoy a night out.
Arrow and I will certainly
be back and can’t wait to
make memories with our new
friends at Two Shepherds Tap
Room.
Valentina Cardona is a senior
digital communications and
multimedia journalism major
at the St. Petersburg campus
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It’s a new season, but USF football
8 SPORTS
continues to struggle
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he University of
South Florida’s
football team
kicked off the regular
season last Saturday against
Brigham Young University
(BYU), and what started as
a gloomy evening due to a
nearly three-hour weather
delay, ended on a similar
note for the Bulls as the
team got crushed 50-21
in front of a half-empty
Raymond James Stadium.
The Bulls were
overwhelmed from the start,
as the No. 25 BYU team
scored a 75-yard touchdown
on the very first play of the
game.
A beatdown pursued,
as BYU piled on 38
unanswered points in the
first half, one of which
came from USF’s new
transfer quarterback Gerry
Bohanon.
Despite busted plays
and multiple miscues, USF
managed to score a few
touchdowns of its own —
including Jimmy Horn Jr.’s
89-yard kickoff return to
start the second half and a
pair of rushing touchdowns

from running backs Jaren
Mangham and Brian Battie
— but it simply wasn’t
enough to compete.
USF fans had hoped
that with the addition of an
accomplished collegiate
quarterback in Bohanon,
new offensive and defensive
coordinators and a full
back-to-normal preseason
training camp, the Bulls
would have posted a better
showing on opening day.
With that said, it was
the first game back and the
Bulls took on a nationally
ranked opponent. USF still
has time to get back to the
drawing board and turn
things around.
The Bulls play next
against Howard at 7 p.m. on
Sept. 10 at Raymond James
Stadium, followed by a
state-rival matchup against
University of Florida on
Sept. 17 in Gainesville.
mksteele1@usf.edu

All photos courtesy of
Max Steele and Sofía García
Vargas

